
Traumatic Brain Injury Fund Advisory Committee Meeting 
September 8, 2011 

Utah Department of Health (Room 125) 

1:00 pm –2:30 pm 

 

MINUTES 

 

Committee Members Present: 

Ron Roskos and Ann Russo (via phone) 

 

Committee Members Excused: 

Nita Smith and Sarah Sanders  

 

UDOH Support Staff: 

Whitney Johnson, Sue Dubois, Trisha Keller, and Missi Leak 

 

 

Welcome & Introductions: 

• Trisha welcomed the committee. 

 

Approval of July Minutes: 

• Not enough members present to approve the minutes. 

• We will do this at the next meeting. 

 

Update on Tasks: 

Green = Need to do 

Red = Done 

• TASK: Trisha to schedule a meeting with Nita, Joyce, and Trisha to talk to Dr. Patton to introduce the 

Fund to him: 

o Trisha will be scheduling this meeting at the end of September or first of October. 

Due to Trisha’s family medical emergency this was not been completed.  However, 

Nita is to check with Joyce Dolcourt on available dates In November and send those to 

Trish to schedule.  

• TASK: Trish to get appointment letter sent out for an advocate to replace Lucinda Wilmshurst who 

resigned due to new job commitment. 

o Letter of appointment was sent out to Liz Baker. 

• TASK: Committee members to submit at least one person either TBI Survivor or professional to Trisha. 

(That way we can have a back-up list for the future): 

o Trisha has not received any names. 

• TASK: Trisha to call members not here to see if they are still committed to the committee: 

o Troy has resigned from the committee, due to no time. 

o Liz Baker has accepted position on this committee and will attend next month. 

� She is both a survivor and a professional. 

� She understands brain injury from both sides. 

� She will be an asset to this committee. 

o Elaine and Trisha are playing phone tag. 
� She said that the afternoon time is bad for her. 

• TASK: Nita to talk to Whitney about managing the new account for face book and other media 

efforts. 



o Whitney to call Nita. 

� Whitney will call Nita this week. 

o Whitney needs to know where to send information. 

� Sue to give Whitney the contact name. 

• TASK: Sue to make a contact with Marilyn Hammond (grant writing professor) to see if a Student 

would take on writing a grant for the committee. 

o Sue talked to Marilyn. 

o Her class is focusing on Psychology Grants this semester, so she doesn’t think that any 

students will take this on as their project. 

o Marilyn gave Sue a copy of their class book and a handout with another grant 

directory for us to order. 

TASK: Missi to order this for VIPP. 

TASK: Ron to get Trisha a list of some of the organizations in Utah for grant information. 

o Suggests for us to go for small grants in Utah. 

o Get a student to volunteer to write a grant, and get a Stipend for their work. 

� We will contact the U of U and BYU to advertise that we will give a Stipend to a 

student to write a grant for a TBI Grant. 

� Ron suggested School of Business at the U of U, and look into the MPA 

program. 

• TASK: Sue to send out the Strategic Plan to the committee. 

o Sue sent this to Missi, and Missi sent this document to the committee. 

 

Update on Joint Sustainability Efforts with UBIC Members: 

o Nita and Joyce are still looking for someone in legislation to represent TBI. 

� Paul Ray has a sister that has a TBI. 

o Ron is willing to talk to his representative (Ruland). 

o If we are going to try for anything this year, then we need to identify someone soon. 

TASK: Ron to contact Joyce to see if they have selected a representative. Ron to send Trisha an email letting 

her know what they decided. 

o Suggestion was made to invite Dr. Patton to the BIAU Conference. 

� To introduce him as the new director. 

� Have him involved in this conference. 

� Ann suggested getting him something to put on his desk to remember the Fund. 

� VIPP to let Ron know if Dr. Patton is going to be able to attend. 

� The BIAU Conference is October 13th at the South Towne Expo Center. 

� Ann suggested also inviting Representative Ray because of HB204, to thank him 

publically. 

• Present him with a public service award. 

TASK: Ann to write up a piece about the HB and his leadership. 

• Ron to ask him if he would come. 

• This will give him publicity as well as the Fund. 

� Ann has been working with 7 high schools. 

• Bingham had a segment on Fox about their concussion program. 

• SLVHD met with Salt Lake City Parks and Recs to help them develop a policy, 

and do trainings with their staff on concussions and head injury. 

• Suggestion for Fund Committee member – Brittney Millett. 

o She has done a phenomenal job in getting Ann’s program off the 

ground. 

 



Review and update the Strategic Plan: 

• Re-define our purpose and realistic goals for group. 

o Committee read through the legislation bill. 

o The purpose of this group is to advise the Department of Health on where the funds should 

be spent, and to help write the legislation report due at the end of the year. 

o The Joint Sustainability Sub-Committee is to focus on finding money for the Fund. 

� The members of the advisory committee should be involved in the Joint Sustainability 

committee to help raise funds. 

o We will postpone this discussion until next meeting. 

TASK: VIPP will send out the legislation again to the committee. 

� Think about what you see the role of the advisory committee being, and how you 

want to proceed. 

 

Make a List of Questions: 

• What we would ask about what has been happening along the Wasatch Front. 

o  

• What are the current issues? 

o  

 

Other Items: 

• Donation containers: 

o Ron took a container to the Sports Authority on 9th East 5600 South. 

o The Manager was a student that worked on these. 

o She said she would definitely put these to use. 

• VIPP asked Ron if they could have one of the three containers. 

o VIPP is trying to design something to put on them to describe what the TBI fund is and what it 

does. 

o Whitney to pick it up on Monday. 

 

Agenda Items for Next Meeting: 

• Task Updates 

• Approval of Minutes 

• Strategic Plan Discussion 

• Make a List of Items Discussion 

          

 

Next Scheduled Meeting 

November 10, 2011 

Utah Department of Health  

1:00 – 2:30 PM 

Room 125 

(Conference Line: # 801-521-3615) 


